DHV Technical Department Manufacturers Information

24.04.2007

Dear Manufacturers,

We often receive complaints, that harnesses and reserve parachutes have not been correctly labelled.

For example:

“The certification label had just been placed in the side pocket. On the harness itself, you couldn’t see if the label was the right one for the harness. There is a reserve parachute built in to the harness, and again, the certification label was placed in the side pocket of the harness. On the reserve there is only a bit of embroidery with the Name and Logo, but no certification label.”

 

The correct labelling of Airsports equipment is described in §10 of the German Ordinance for testing Aircraft Equipment.

„German Ordinance for testing Aircraft Equipment”

§10 Airsports equipment

(3) in the routine test a piece of airsports equipment, it is to be compared against the original archived example, checked for airworthiness, checked that the owners handbook are correct for the equipment and of the correct version, and checked that the certification labelling, if required, has been correctly attached to the equipment.” 

and in the „Airworthiness requirements for hang- and paragliders“ from 3rd April 2003 (NfL II-3/03)

Labeling

9.1 Labels

a) Following details have to be placed permanently, clearly visible and in German language as a minimum on all tested and certified equipment:

9.1.1 On all equipment

a) Kind of equipment

b) Type of equipment

c) Name and address of the certifying authority

d) Name and edition of the applied airworthiness specification (Standard if appl.)

e) Name of the test type procedure

f) Name of the manufacturer

g) Serial number of the equipment

h) Production date (year and month)

i) Date of the type test with manufacturer signature

j) Service intervals

k) Following inscription:” this model has been tested according to the applying rules and regulations, it corresponds with the tested sample and is airworthy”

l) Following warning: “read the operating manual before using this equipment”

9.1.2 Additionally on all hang gliders

a) Number of seats

b) Rating of the glider for required pilot skills

c) Minimum and maximum takeoff weight in kg

d) Overall weight of the glider (approx.)

e) Projected wing area (approx.)

f) Maximum allowable speed (V Max)

9.1.3 Additionally on paragliders

a) Number of seats

b) Rating of the glider for required pilot skills

c) Minimum and maximum takeoff weight in kg

d) Overall weight of the paraglider (chute, lines, risers) in kg (approx.)

e) Projected wing area (approx.)

f) Number of risers

g) Speed system (yes/no)

h) Trim system (yes/no)

9.1.4 Additionally on harnesses

a) Maximum load capacity in kg

b) Integrated rescue system container (yes/no)

c) On removable paraglider protectors: name of manufacturer and certifying authority, serial number and number of type test

9.1.5 Additionally on rescue systems

a) Maximum load capacity in kg

b) Overall surface area (approx.)

c) Design type (i.e. umbrella or mattress shaped, centerline...)

9.1.6 Additionally on winches

a) Maximum tension in kg

b) Approved types of aircraft (hang glider, paraglider, glider plane)

c) Step tow suited/approved (yes/no)

9.1.7 Additionally on winch releases

a) Approved types of aircraft (hang glider, paraglider, glider plane)

b) Ultra light towing (yes/no)

c) Step tow suited/approved (yes/no)

Please note that placing certification labelling in the side pocket of a harness, as described above, is not sufficient to fulfil the above regulations. Please observe the above regulations carefully, and take appropriate action if necessary on your products. 

sincerely,

Hannes Weininger,

Manager

DHV Technical department

